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December English Meeting ñ

Christmas Celebration  
 
Wednesday, December 9th, 2009 

Headquarters House, 2336 15th Avenue S, Seattle 

No pre-Dante pasta meal, Christmas party only, 6:30 pm 
 

B uon Natale! Please join us at Headquarters House for the annual 

Dante Alighieri Society celebration of Christmas. Instead of our 

usual meeting-and-presentation format, we are having a purely social 

evening. 
 
   Each member is requested to bring either an antipasti plate or Christ-

mas cookies or dessert. Of course, everyone always loves homemade 

items, and we have a decided pref-

erence for Italian flavors and reci-

pes. Also, please remember to bring 

whatever you would like to drink, 

and to share. 
 
   If you have a CD of Italian 

Christmas songs, that would also be 

welcome. 
 

   Another aspect of our Christmas party that weôd like to share, is to 

invite members we havenôt seen in a while to join us again. Think about 

itéwho havenôt you seen lately? Please give them a call and encourage 

them to come. Family and friends are always welcome, too. 
 
   Ci vediamo! 

 

Upcoming Events  

 
Sat, Dec 5th, 

Festa di Natale 

per i Bambini, 

2:00-5:30 pm 

Set-up: noon - 

2:00 pm 

Headquarters 

House 

Pre-registration required 
 
Wed, Dec 9th: English Meeting 

6:30 pm 

Annual Christmas Party 
 
Mon, Dec 14th: Board Meeting,  

7:00-8:30 pm, 

Faerland Terrace, Seattle 
 
Please Note: There will be no 

Italian meeting in December. 

Festa Columns, Chairs, and Table for Sale  
 

A s many of you know we have a set of six columns and associ-

ated framing that was previously used in the Festa Italiana 

booth. We also have two of the chairs pictured and the table. These 

items have not been used in a few years and the storage costs for 

them is pretty high so the board has decided that we will attempt to 

sell them or dispose of them in another way. If you have an interest 

in the columns, please contact Frank or Norizan Paterra at 425-576-

9257. 
Festa Columns, Chairs & Table 

Happy Holidays!  
Buone Feste!  
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DAS Board Meet-

ing  
 

T here will be no Board meet-

ing for December. The next 

Board meeting will be in the new 

year, date to be announced later, 

from 7:00-8:30 pm in the Commu-

nity Room at Faerland Terrace, 

1421 Minor Avenue on Capitol 

Hill. You are welcome to attend 

this meeting. 

From the President's Desk  

* DAS Star List *  

While we appreciate those who support 

our Society through membership dues & 

volunteering, stars are awarded to those 

making extra cash contributions which 

allows us to provide services without 

having to  raise membership dues. 

Grazie Mille for supporting the Dante 

Alighieri Society of Washington. 
 

Bronzo up to $25 

* Borriello, Rosa 

* Cottrell, Jane & David  

* Crawford, Dick & Barbara 

* Forte, Giselda 

* Gillett, Debra   

* Hollingshead, Norm  

* Huggins, Veronica 

* James, Mike 

* Mazzola, Arthur  

* Munizza, Joseph  

* Shiroyama, Sylvia  
 

Argento $26 to $50 

* Canorro, Anthony & Cathy 

* Cooney, Eileen 

* Huntermark family 

* Kleinman, Goldy 

* La Fornara Family 

* Schroeter, Richard and Carol   

* Tobe, Robert & Maddalena 

* Veigel, Allan and Laura 
 

Oro $51- $100 

* Mulally, Catherine 

* Palermo, Donna Maria 

* Van Tilborgh, Peter 
 

Platinoðover $100 

*  Harmon, Gini  
 

S eattle is chilly as we move into winter, but itôs not chilly at the Headquarterôs House for our Dante meetings. The warmth I feel is 

the friendship and camaraderie of our members and guests as we share 

a great meal or the fun of our program. And the warmth is increasing! 

Our attendance at the English and Italian programs are both up over the 

first part of the year and itôs great to see. We have had a number of visi-

tors at the last couple of meetings and I want to thank everyone as they 

reach out to bring in new friends for all of us to meet and get to know. 

Thank you! 
 
   We had a great English program in November when Magnus Feil of 

the Industrial Design division of the Art school of the UW gave us a 

very complete and fascinating history of Italian design and its impact on 

the rest of the world. What a great program! Many thanks to Nancy 

McDonald for arranging a series of programs that continues to impress.  
 
   We did not have an Italian program in November; Thanksgiving with 

friends and family took precedence. In December we have Festa di Na-

tale per i Bambini and our annual Christmas party so Nancy gets a 

break but I canôt wait to enjoy next yearôs programs with all of you. 
 
   I hope that you were able to attend some screenings of the Seattle Ital-

ian Film Festival; all reports are that it was a great program. Iôm look-

ing forward to another one next year. 
 
   Enjoy your holiday season with friends and family. 
 

  Frank Paterra  

Magnus Feil on The History of Italian Design  
 

D ante members were treated to an outstanding overview of Italian 

design at the November 11th meeting, presented by Magnus Feil, 

assistant professor of industrial design at the University of Washington. 
 
   Magnus studied both design and architecture while growing up in 

Germany, and was fortunate to have additional stimulus and guidance 

from his parents, both of whom were designers.  
 
   Using visuals of famous designs such as Olivetti, Ferrari, and the 

iconic Bialette Moka Express, Magnus led us through the history of 

Italian design and designers, and the periods in which they flourished. It 

was a fascinating look at the country and culture which has long been 

considered the world leader in all spheres of design. 
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Café Amore - Public Opera  

Sunday, December 6th, 6 pm - 8 pm 

Reservations Required 
 

P ublic Opera (Barbara Smith Jones, Gino Ljucchetti, Misha 

Myznikov, and Victoria Chaussee) will be performing at Café 

Amore in downtown Seattle on Sunday, December 6th from 6 pm to 8 

pm. Come and enjoy celebrated Caf® Amoreôs great fare, an extensive 

wine list with opera soaring for your soul. 
 
   Space is limited with reservations a must. Call 206-770-0606 for res-

ervations and ask for the ñopera room.ò Caf® Amore is located at 2301 

5th Avenue, Seattle.  
 
   Check the Public Opera website (http://www.operanightsingers.com) 

for updates and a new Seattle Classical Events calendar. 
 
 

Inclement Weather 
Procedure  
 

A s the seasons change, we 

are approaching a time 

when the weather can turn 

quickly. If schools, community 

centers, and businesses are 

closing early or remain closed, 

we will postpone any sched-

uled meeting for Headquarters 

House. We will do our best to 

have a message on the DAS 

reservation line, 206-320-9159, 

to let you know if our meeting 

needs to be canceled. If the 

weather is treacherous in your 

area, PLEASE DO NOT at-

tempt to travel to Headquarters 

House, we want everyone to be 

safe. 

Perugia Scholar-
ship  
 

E very year, SPSCA offers 

up to four one-month lan-

guage scholarships to study at 

the University for Foreigners in 

the heart of medieval Perugia. 

Apply by December 31st by 

writing to Scholarship Director 

P a t t y  M a t h i e u ; 

pamkdw@msn.com.  
 
   Itôs a grand experience with 

students from around the 

world. Donôt miss your chance! 

The Umbra Institute also offers 

scholarships to Perugia - up to 

$8000 - for university-level 

courses as well as language 

study. Application deadline for 

the fall semester 2010 is next 

June 15th. 
 
   For further information check 

the SPSCA website: 
 
http://www.seattle-perugia.org/ 

Michelangelo: The Artist and 

the Aristocrat  
 
Presented by William E. Wallace 

Friday, January 15th, 7:00 pm 

Seattle Art Museum (Downtown) Plestcheeff Auditorium 
 

W illiam E. Wallace, a internationally rec-

ognized expert on Michelangelo, speaks 

about the challenges and excitement of writing a 

modern biography of the famous Renaissance 

artist. Wallace offers a substantially new view 

of the artist, who was not only a great sculptor, 

painter, architect, and poet but also an aristocrat 

who believed in the ancient and noble origins of 

his family. A book signing follows the lecture. 
 
   Wallace, the Barbara Bryant Distinguished 

Professor of Art History at Washington Univer-

sity, St. Louis, Missouri, was one of a select 

group of scholars, curators, and conservators 

invited to confer with the Vatican about the restoration of Michelan-

geloôs frescoes in the Sistine Chapel (1990). He is the author of more 

than 80 articles and essays, including two short works of fiction on 

Renaissance art, and the author and editor of five different books on 

Michelangelo, including his biography of the artist, ñMichelangelo: The 

Artist, the Man, and his Timesò, which was published by Cambridge 

University this fall. 
 
Tickets:   

Non-member $8.00, seniors and students $6.00, SAM members $4.00 
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Language Program News  

by Giuseppe Tassone  

Italian Language Program -  Director  

T he following is the schedule 

for the Language Program: 
 
Course Schedule 2009 ï 2010:  
 
Fall Quarter 2009: 

October 1 - December 10 
 
Winter Quarter 2010: 

January 7 - March 16 

Pre-registration deadline: Decem-

ber 8 
 
Spring Quarter 2010: 

March 30 - June 3 

Pre-registration deadline: March 

11 

Location: Seattle University 

Campus 
 
Class fee: $130 per quarter 

unless otherwise indicated 
 
The Dante Alighieri - Italian 

Language Program is a non-

profit self-sustaining program 

operating exclusively with the 

income from the tuition. Thank 

you students for your support. 

Writings by Peter Hasson  
 

I  n this issue of La Voce, you will find a story by one of the Language 

Program students, Peter Hasson. ñLaughing with Agnesò is about his 

mother-in-law, Agnes. More of his works will be in future issues of La 

Voce. Below is a little something about Peter who so graciously 

submitted his articles in both Italian and English. . . enjoy. 
 
Peter Hasson 

Nato a San Francisco nel 1947, è cresciuto a Seattle e ha vissuto tra 

Kitsap County, Washington e lôItalia per gli ultimi quindici anni.  Della 

sua arte Peter dice <<La creatività è il mio modo di vivere.  Adoro 

dipingere, scrivere, fotografare, cantare e scrivere canzoni. Un modo 

divertente per me per imparare l'italiano è quello di   cantare canzoni 

italiane e di scrivere sulle mie 

esperienze di vita in lingua 

italiana.>> 
 
Peter Hasson 

Born in San Francisco in 1947,  he 

grew up in Seattle and has lived in 

Kitsap County, Washington and Italy 

for the last fifteen years. Peter says of 

his art <<Creativity is my way of liv-

ing.  I love painting, writing, photo-

graphing, singing and writing songs. 

A fun way for me to impare Italian is 

to sing Italian songs and write about 

my experiences of life in the Italian 

language.>> 

 

Membership 
Renewal  
 

M embership renewal is 

due January 1, 2010.  

Itôs time to renew your 

membership if you joined 

before September 2009. 
 
   Membership is $30 for an 

individual or $40 for a family.  
 
   Fill out the membership 

form on the last page of La 

Voce and send your renewal in 

today.  

Delivering La 

Voce to 

Members  
 

J ust a reminder  

La Voce will 

not be sent to the 

membership via 

an email attach-

ment. For many emails, the file 

size is too large. Instead, an email 

will be sent to members that in-

cludes a link to the current issue 

of La Voce on the DAS website. 

Just click on the link and you will 

have La Voce to read for your 

pleasure. 
 
   Adobe Reader is necessary to be 

able to view La Voce. You can 

download this program from the 

DAS website.  
 
   And be sure your email box isnôt 

full. 

 
La Voce  

 
You can buy your Dante gear at: 

http://www.cafepress.com/

dantewashington  

http://www.cafepress.com/dantewashington
http://www.cafepress.com/dantewashington
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The Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington is a nonprofit 

corporation organized to promote 

Italian language and culture 

within the state of Washington.  

Membership is open to anyone 

interested in the goals and ideals 

of our society regardless of ethnic 

origin. La Voce della Dante is 

published eight times a year by 

the Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington.  All rights reserved. 
 

Frank Paterra 

President 
 

Sylvia Shiroyama 

Vice President 
  

Marcella Mascio 

Secretary 
  

Bruce & Sharon Leone 

Co-Treasurers 
 

Jane Cottrell 

Past President 
  

Dave Cottrell 

Counselor 
 

Houghton Lee 

Counselor 
  

Toni Napoli 

Counselor 
  

Linda Heimbigner 

La Voce Editor 
 

Terry Hanlon 

Hospitality 
 
 

Giuseppe Tassone 

Language Program Director 

 

Dante Alighieri Society 

of Washington  

"Società per la diffusione della 

lingua e della cultura italiana 

nel mondo" 

 
Mailing address: 

PMB #1244 

1122 East Pike Street 

Seattle, WA  98122 

(206) 320-9159 

La Voce Needs You!  

  

T ell a story, write an article, share your Italian 

heritage; send via email (as a Word document) to 

lthdesign@comcast.net. You can also mail it via regular 

mail to Linda Heimbigner, 4355 Little Falls Drive, 

Cumming, GA 30041, USA. Keep things coming! 

Thanks to everyone who is helping. 
 
Article submission deadline: 
 
ISSUE DATE   SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

January 2010   December 14 

February 2010   January  18 

 

Dante on the Internet!  

Check our website. It has links to our recent newsletters (including this 

one) as well as information on speakers and other matters of interest. 

Our web address is:  

 http://das.danteseattle.org/   

 

Note the website address has changed! 

Pre -Dante Pasta  

 

J oin us for the pre-Dante Pasta dinner 

preceding the English language programs. To 

attend the dinner, reservations are required. 

The only way to make these reservations is by 

calling the activity line at (206) 320-9159 by 5 

pm on the Monday before the meeting.   
 
   Please remember to bring your homemade Ital-

ian desserts to finish off this great meal. 
 
   This is a communally prepared meal ï the prepa-

rations start at 5:30 and the meal is served at 6:30. People who come 

early help with set up and cooking, those who come late help with the 

clean up.  
 
   Pasta dinner cost is $8 per person, $15 per couple, if reservations are 

received on the Activity Line by 5pm on Monday before the meeting. 

Late reservations and walk-ins are charged $10 per person and subject 

to availability. We meet at Headquarters House, 2336 15th Avenue, Se-

attle, WA. DAS will not be providing wine for the pre-Dante pasta din-

ners so bring your own wine to enjoy and share with others. 
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The Theft of Santa Lucia: Who Knew?  
 
by Chickie Farella, Performance Artist, Womenôs Spirituality 

Godthemother.com 
 

Where have I been living? Under a rock? Did I fall asleep at the wheel?!  
 

T he first time I kissed her eyeballs I was four years old, kicking and screaming as my zia dragged me and 

my crossed eyes up onto her float on the South side of Chicago during one of her festas. Iôd wrap my 

arms around my ziaôs neck, squealing ñI donôt want to kiss the balls!ò   

 ñOh itôll only take a second! They wonôt hurt you!!!ò 
 
   I was born visually challenged with conditions of amblyopia, strabismus, and congenital cataracts in both 

eyes. Cut to the chase, I am legally blind in one eye and have multiple issues in my good eye. 
 
   I started with visual therapy and corrective surgery at the age of four. There was a never ending battle be-

tween my mother and I throughout grammar school as she forced me to wear a patch on my good eye in order 

to strengthen my bad eye, while following doctors orders of course. The problem was, that no one understood 

that I could not function because I was unable to SEE the blackboard, nor could I write. Add the slings and ar-

rows from my peers calling me the one eyed chicken, or Captain Cook, (remember him?) which created nau-

seous quivers at the eight a.m. daily mass before school.  
 
   At the age of 15, my good eye became near sighted. Bring on the spectacles! At 26 vanity set in and so did 

contacts. Hitting the mid forty mark, my close vision in my good eye began to deteriorate, so I researched and 

wrote letters to a myriad of ophthalmologists begging for the latest Laser craze! Yep, this one eyed chickalina 

could not adjust to bifocals, walked into walls, tripped on my own feet, and missed stairs. So, now I desired to 

eliminate all my contacts, far glasses, and downsize to a pair of readers. Every doctor dissed me, until I found 

a kind doctor who agreed to laser me. Though I signed my life away, it was total bliss for four years! Clear as 

a bell! Since then, Iôve lost much vision, had a vitrectomy, (sorta like a vacuum cleaner that sucks out floaters), 

a retina detachment, blossoming cataracts that allow me to see six moons at night, and have become a very 

limited driver. Now, when I need it the most, no doctor will dare to step up to the plate!  
 

Ok, so thereôs my sad story.  
 
   As a multimedia artist in the realm of Women Spirituality studies, I have spent 17 years excavating the evi- 

dence of the Divine Feminine we have not been allowed to know. The work process not only involves book 

lists, but going to oneôs indigenous roots; in my case Sicily.  
 
   Though Iôve visited my family a couple times and experienced the privi-

lege of the joyous connection with my Sicilian cugini, it wasnôt until Au-

gust of 2000, a new ñjoyous privilegeò emerged through study tour of the 

island. There, I traipsed through all of the museos, archaeological digs, 

caves, above and below the earth, Black Madonna sanctuaries, and trekked 

all over Mt. Etna, surrounded by some of the most brilliant women schol-

ars in various disciplines, led by Dr. Lucia Chiavola Birnbaum, a Sicilian 

American feminist cultural historian. And then I ñwoke up.ò At least I 

thought I woke up. I finally got to see Santa Lucia, not on a float during a 

Santa Lucia festa in Chicago, but in her hometown, Siracusa!  
 
   There she was, floating above my head on a fresco in a church ceiling, 

and on a picture that joined me on my return flight, holding a wheat sheaf 

in her right hand, harking back to the story of her being the daughter of a 

wealthy Roman father and Greek mother, sending ship loads of wheat to 

feed the poor. Itôs the story that aligns her with the primordial nurturance 

of the wheat Goddesses, Demetra, Cerere, and Isis.  
 


