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February English Meeting - 

Italian Gardens from the Ren-

aissance to To-

day  

Presented by Louise Sportelli 
Wednesday, February 8th, 6:30 pm  
 

L ouise Sportelli is a lover of gar-

dens but has mixed results when 

it comes to her own property. Visit-

ing gardens created and, more impor-

tantly cared for, by others is a hobby of hers. She has tromped through 

properties large and small in England, France, the United States and, of 

course, Italy. Over the years she has been to some well-known giardini in 

Italy, although the list is longer of those she would like to see. 
 
   Her presentation on ñItalian Gardensò includes a brief history of garden 

design in Italy, a little bit about how the Italian tradition differs from the 

English tradition, and a more in-depth review of three of her favorite gar-

dens in Italy: Villa Lante in Lazio (Renaissance), La MortoloðHanbury 

Giardino Botanico in Liguri (late 19th Century/early 20th Century garden), 

and Villa Massei in Tuscany (modern). There will be lots of pictures. 
 
   Louise and her husband, Domenic, have been Dante members for many 

years. They own a house in Capannori, near Lucca, and usually spend 

spring and fall there. When not in Italy they live on Whidbey Island. 

Upcoming Events  

 
Wed, Feb 8th: 

ñItalian Gar-

dens from the 

Renaissance to 

Todayò, pre-

s e n t e d  b y 

Louise Spor-

telli, 

6:30 pm, Pre-Dante Pasta fol-

lowed by Louiseôs presentation at 

7:30 pm 
 
Wed, Feb 22nd: Edmondo De 

AmicisðòAmore e ginnasticaò, 

presented by David Chapman, 

7:30 pm 
 
 

 

 

 

New Activity Line 

Phone Number  

 

E ffective immediately, the 

phone number for DAS, in-

cluding the Activity Line, has 

changed to: 
 

425-243-7663 
 
   The email to make for  pre-

Dante pasta reservations remains 

the same: 

 

dante.reserve@gmail.com 
 

February Italian Meeting - 

Edmondo De Amicis òAmore e 

ginnasticaó 

Presented by David Chapman 
Wednesday, February 22nd, 7:30 pm, Headquarters House 
 

D avid Chapman will introduce and discuss his recent translation of 

the Italian novel Amore e ginnastica by Edmondo De Amicis. 
 
   Nearly all Italians instantly recognize the name of nineteenth century 

author Edmondo De Amicis and his most famous book, Cuore (Heart)   
(Contôd on page 6) 
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From the President's Desk  

* DAS Star List  2012* 

While we appreciate those who sup-

port our Society through membership 

dues & volunteering, stars are 

awarded to those making extra cash 

contributions which allows us to pro-

vide additional services. 
 
Grazie Mille for supporting the Dante 

Alighieri Society of Washington. 
 

Bronzo up to $25 

* Borriello, Rosa 

* Gillett, Debra Rovetto 

* Orsi, Catherine 

* Schwartz, Peni 
 

Argento $26 to $50 

* Crawford, Dick & Barbara 

* DeMatteis, Dan & Carol 

* Forte, Giselda 

* Hoffman, Pat 

* Mascio, Marcella 

* Napoli, Toni 

* Tobe, Robert & Magdalena 
 

Oro $51 to $100 
 

Platinoðover $100 

* Pietrafesa, Louise 
 

 
 
This begins a new list of donors from 

September 2011. Names will remain 

on this list through December 2012. 

W ell, the year keeps hitting new highs for our society. The January 2012 

English meeting, featuring Chris Zimmerman from Vias Wines, was 

over the top! Carol, Nancy, Shirley all did a wonderful job preparing a very 

special meal that paired perfectly with the wines of Piemonte which Chris 

brought to share with us. If you were not able to attend, look for pictures and a 

copy of the menu further in this edition of La Voce. 
 
   The January Italian program, ñItalian Operas in 2012 - Seattle Opera Sea-

sonò, was presented by Seneca Garber of the Seattle Opera. I was lucky 

enough to attend the Opera when they had their Italian season a couple of 

years back and they were wonderful. Getting a preview and introduction by 

Seneca Garber is really something special. Our evening is always even more 

special as we all can visit and share. Many thanks to those who were able to 

come and to those who brought an antipasti, dolce, or bottle of vino to share. 
 
   We had a good board meeting in January. Thank you board members, com-

mittee chairs, and volunteers. If you are interested in a board or committee 

position, or in volunteering some other way next year, please let a board mem-

ber know! We will be more than happy to find a role for you. Being involved 

on the board or a committee are the best ways to be connected to the organiza-

tion. 
 
   Looking forward to next month, we have two great programs lined up. Our 

English program in February is entitled "Italian Gardens: from the Renais-

sance to Today" and will be presented by Louise Sportelli. The Italian pro-

gram will be presented by David Chapman and is entitled "Edmondo De Ami-

cis - Amore e Ginnastica". Both will be educational and delightful, and I hope 

you can make it to both! 
 
   One of the things I enjoy about writing this letter monthly is that it gives me 

a chance to do some research on the history and culture of Italy and to share 

the results with you. In previous February letters I wrote about Carnevale and 

the history and origins of Valentineôs Day. This year I found a fun festival 

which takes place in Agrigento Sicily called the Almond Blossom Fair (Sagra 

del Mandorlo in Fiore). The fair, which lasts for a week, was first celebrated 

in 1934 and is traditionally held from the first to the second Sunday in Febru-

ary. The inspiration for the fair are the pink and white blossoms of almond 

trees which are said to appear like little clouds against the green fields and the 

bare hillsides. Their arrival is celebrated as a sign that spring is on its way. 

(After our snowy weather this January, spring sounds really good to me.)   
 
   Festival events include concerts and dances featuring traditional music and 

regional folk costumes, and an elaborate childrenôs procession where the par-

ticipants don colorful costumes. At the Temple of Giunone there are musical 

and theatrical performances by artists from all over Italy who come to perform 

during the festival. Throughout the festival traditional Sicilian sweets made 

with almonds and almond paste are featured and the town people decorate 

their balconies with flowers. The finale includes a Sicilian cart parade and a 

grand fireworks show. 
 
   While it is unlikely that I will be able to make it to Agrigento to attend the 

fair this year, it turns out that our February English meeting will take place 

right in the middle of the fair week so perhaps I can bring an almond dolce to 

share and help bring the fair to us. 

Frank Paterra  
 

 

Benvenuti  

Nuovi Membri  

 

 

 
 

We thank you for your 

support of DAS.  

Welcome to 

Our New 
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Language Program News  

by Giuseppe Tassone  

Italian Language Program Director  

 

T he 2011-12 school year for the Italian Language Program of the 

Dante Alighieri Society of Washington started on October 4th with 

about 60 students registered for our program. Thanks to the high de-

mand for the elementary and intermediate levels, we were able to offer 

three sections of Italian: two at elementary level and one at intermediate 

level. Unfortunately, we had only a few students interested in the ad-

vanced level and we were not able to offer it for this year However, stu-

dents currently enrolled in the intermediate level are all eligible to take 

the advanced level next year after completing three quarters of Italian 

and we are predicting running at least one section of the advanced level 

next year.  
 
   The instructors for the 2011-12 school year are Daniel Zanchi, 

Michela Tartaglia, and Laura Ciroi. They are teaching, respectively, the 

elementary and the intermediate level. As in the past, our classes are 

held at Seattle University, where Italian is also offered for credit among 

other languages in the Modern Languages and Culture Department, and 

where students can obtain a minor in Italian language.  
 
Course Schedule for the remainder of the 2011 ï 2012 school year: 
 
Winter Quarter 2012: January 5th- March 13th  

Pre-registration deadline: December 16th.  

Spring Quarter 2012: March 29th - June 5th  

Pre-registration deadline: March 16th. 

Location: Seattle University Campus  

Class fee: $180 per quarter unless otherwise indicated 
 
   The Dante Alighieri - Italian Language Program is a non-profit self- 

sustaining program operating exclusively with the income from the tui-

tion. 
 
   Thank you students for your support and Seattle University for host-

ing our courses. 
 
   Website: http://www.danteseattle.org 

 

Board Meeting  

 

T he next board meeting 

will be  March 7th, 2012. 

This will be the last board 

meeting until next fall. 
 
   Meetings are from 7:00-8:30 

pm in the Community Room at 

Faerland Terrace, 1421 Minor 

Avenue in Capitol Hill. These 

meetings are open to members. 

  

 
Time to Renew DAS 

Membership  

 

I  tôs time to renew your DAS membership. Membership runs  

from January 1 to December 31st 

of each year. However, if you 

joined after September 2011, your  

membership is good through De-

cember 31st, 2012. 
 
   Fill out the form on page 16 and 

send your dues to the address 

noted or better yet, send directly 

to: 
 

Bruce Leone 

2522 2nd Ave West 

Seattle, WA  98119 

 
DAS Star List  

 

T he names noted on the donation list on page 2 begins a new list of 

donators. These are those donations received from September 

2011 through this publication date. These names will remain on this list 

through December 31, 2012. 
 
   Consider making a donation to DAS when you renew your dues as 

these donations help DAS maintain the excellent programs and activi-

ties sponsored. Everyone benefits! 

DUE NOW! 
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Inclement Weather Procedure  
 

W ith winter here, weather 

can turn quickly. Letôs 

hope there is no repeat of the last 

two weeks of snow, ice, wind, 

and all that Mother Nature im-

pacted the Seattle area with. 

When schools, community cen-

ters, and businesses are closing 

early or remain closed, we will 

postpone any scheduled meeting 

for Headquarters House. We will do our best to have a message on the 

DAS reservation line, 425-243-7663, to let you know if our meeting 

needs to be canceled. If the weather is treacherous in your area, 

PLEASE DO NOT attempt to travel to Headquarters House, we want 

everyone to be safe. 

La Voce  

La Voce  

 

W inter seems to be here 

and hopefully, you  

werenôt without power when 

Mother Nature struck with a 

vengeance. Weôve had some 

wild weather in Georgia too. 
 
   If you traveled and found 

something or a place interest-

ing and related to the Italian 

culture, send photos or an arti-

cle about your experience. Or 

maybe youôve tried a great 

new Italian restaurant or read a 

great book. We would love to 

hear about it. These are all 

things that make a great La 

Voce so submissions are wel-

come. Submit, submit . . . 
 

Deliver-

ing La 

Voce to 

Mem-

bers  
 

J ust a reminder that La Voce 

will not be sent to the mem-

bership via an email attachment. 

For many emails, the file size is 

too large. Instead, an email will be 

sent to members that includes a 

link to the current issue of La 

Voce on the DAS website. Just 

click on the link and you will have 

La Voce to read for your pleasure. 
 
   Adobe Reader is necessary to be 

able to view La Voce. You can 

download this program from the 

DAS website.  
 
   And be sure your email box isnôt 

full. 

 La Voce  

 

 

Membership Roster Available  

 

D AS has a membership roster avail-

able for those interested. Itôs a pdf 

file that can be emailed as an attachment 

and then printed out.  
 
   To have one emailed to you contact 

Bruce Leone at: 
 
bruceleo@earthlink.net 

Reminder: New DAS Mailing  

Address  
 

P lease remember to use the DAS new post office box address that 

took effect last year: 
 
Dante Alighieri Society 

PO Box 9494 

Seattle, WA  98109 
 
    Even better is to mail membership checks and new memberships or 

reimbursement requests directly to Bruce Leone, Treasurer, at: 
 
Bruce Leone 

2522 2nd Ave West 

Seattle, WA  98119 


